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It is suggested that the word "nationalization" in line 1 of the specification be 
replaced with "national stage" if this is what is meant for clarity. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 is objected to since patent claims must be in the form of a single 
complete sentence and since claim 2 has multiple periods it is apparently in the form of 
more than one sentence. 

The term "powder slash molding" has no art recognized meaning and is not 
defined by the specification and is therefore unclear. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goetz et al. (US 2003/0100675). 

Goetz et al. discloses a composition containing a flow control agent containing a block 
copolymer with alkyl acrylate /alkylmethacrylate blocks (examples) in which the blocks 
may contain anhydride functionality (paragraph 44) and to which may be added a free 
radically produced epoxy functional acrylate polymer having a molecular weight of as 
little as 500 (paragraphs 120-122). Applicants' molecular weights are disclosed in 
paragraph 89. 
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There are no examples of compositions' in which all of applicants limitations are present 
in combination. However it would have been obvious to a practitioner having an ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to arrive at applicants' composition by 
selecting from the various disclosures of the reference in the expectation of adequate 
results absent any showing of surprising or unexpected results. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kakeda (WO 02092696) in view of Goetz, cited above and either Nakashima et al. (US 
6,576,691) or Kawakubo et al. (US 5,976,289). 

It is noted that Kakeda '696 corresponds to US 2004/0147674 which will be referred to 
since it is in English. 

Kakeda discloses a composition containing a block copolymer having an acrylic block 
and a methacrylic block (abstract) containing a reactive group such as carboxyl in 
applicants amounts in combination with a thermoplastic (paragraph 20) which may 
include epoxy group containing copolymers (paragraphs 28 and 60). The carboxyl may 
be converted to anhydride by dehydration in paragraph 185 and would therefore have 
the structure of applicants claim 2. Compression or blow molding is disclosed in 
paragraph 302 and production of automotive articles in paragraph 485. 
There are no specific examples of compositions in which all of applicants materials are 
present simultaneously in combination and "powder slash molding" or skin production is 
not disclosed not are the acrylic copolymer molecular weights of claim 1 2 disclosed. 
However it would have been obvious to a practitioner having an ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time of the invention to arrive at applicants composition by selecting from the 
various disclosures of the reference in the expectation of adequate results absent any 
showing of surprising or unexpected results. 

The equivalence of powder slash molding, compression and blow molding is disclosed 
by Nakashima at column 8, lines 13-20. 

Kawakubo discloses the production of a skin for automotive interiors at column 5, lines 
20-30 and Figure 9. 

It would have been obvious to a practitioner having an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use powder slash molding in the process of Kakeda since Kakeda 
discloses the use of compression or bloc molding and since Nakashima discloses the 
equivalence of these methods and powder slash molding for producing articles absent 
any showing of surprising or unexpected results. 

It would have been obvious to a practitioner having an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to mold skins from the composition of the primary reference since the 
primary reference discloses that automotive articles can be produced using their 
composition and by the disclosure of the secondary reference that automotive skins can 
be produced by powder slush molding and thus use of such a process in the primary 
reference would meet the goals of the primary reference absent any showing of 
surprising or unexpected results. 

It would have been obvious to a practitioner having an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use the epoxy acrylic of the primary reference in the form of the 
molecular weight of 500 of the secondary reference motivated by the need to choose a 
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molecular weight for the epoxy containing acrylic of the primary reference in order to 
use it and by the disclosure of the secondary reference of molecular weights which are 
useable in a similar composition and therefore workable absent any showing of 
surprising or unexpected results. Furthermore the teachings of the secondary reference 
are optional in that it requires only routine experimentation to find the optimum or 
workable range of result effective variable absent any showing of surprising or 
unexpected results. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jeffrey C. Mullis 
at telephone number 571 272 1075. 

Jeffrey C. Mullis 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1796 

JCM 
6-20-08 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1796 



